Ogston, M.I)., Aberdeen.
In a former paper, under the same title, in No. 32 of the 'British ancl Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review,' the writer detailed the leading features elicited at the examination of four adults, and as many children, who were believed to have perished from cold. He was induced to do so at the time from the unaccountable absence from medical records of any complete or satisfactory notices of the morbid appearances after death from this cause. With the view of throwing some further light on this obscure subject, he now subjoins an outline of the results of the post-mortem inspections of two woman had entered the coffee-room at the inn, and there swallowed half a gill of whisky, and that three hours after she had returned to the coffeeroom with a male companion, and shared with him a gill of the same spirit, when both left the inn. The night which followed was very rainy and tempestuous, and the higher grounds in the neighbourhood of the village at the time were covered with snow.
On viewing the body, in company with Dr. Walker, thirty-two hours after its discovery at the roadside, it was lying on its right side in the position in which it had been found, the clothes wet, the arms by the sides, the knees approximated, the left knee fully, the right knee partly bent, the eyelids closed, the pupils natural, the mouth half open, the expression of the countenance placid, and the face, the outside of the left arm, and the fronts of both knees of a bright red hue, contrasting with the pallor of the rest of the surface, the back included, which everywhere showed well-marked cutis anserina.
The appearances at the inspection which followed were as under :? Scalp bloody; arachnoid membrane thickened aud opaque; cerebral On proceeding with Dr. Leys, of Ellon, to view the body of T., twelve hours after the discovery of his death, it was found in its original position on its back in the cart, with blood in moderate quantities in the nostrils, and on the face, hands, and clothes, the joints rigid, the arms by the sides, and the knees half bent. Dusky-red patches were observed on the forehead, right side of the face, the chin, the outside of the right and inside of the left thighs, and on the insteps of both feet ; with these exceptions, the front of the body, including the lips, markedly pale; dependent parts of the trunks and limbs livid.
At the subsequent inspection the following appearances presented themselves :?Scalp pale ; arachnoid membrane thickened and opaque; clear serum, rather abundantly under the arachnoid, in the cerebral ventricles, and at the base of the skull; excepting some fulness of the superior longitudinal sinus, the cerebral veins and sinuses contained but little blood ; the mass of the encephalon unusually pale and bloodless ; reddish frothy mucus in the trachea, and in considerable quantity in the bronchi; distinct oedema of the left lung; fluid blood in unusually large quantities in the cavities on both sides of the heart, and in the arteries and veins connected with them; and the blood here and elsewhere, as in the previous case, presenting, except when in mass, a rich crimson arterial hue j the contents of the abdomen unusually Original Communications.
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pale and bloodless ; a quantity of brownish fluid, smelling of beer, in the stomach j bladder enormously distended with clear urine.
Remarks.?On comparing these two cases with those of the four adults formerly detailed,* it will be observed that the appearances disclosed at the respective inspections present a close agreement in all their main features. Here, as before, we find the arterial hue of the blood, its collection in unusual quantity on each side of the heart, and in the central bloodvessels, with the comparative deficiency of the vital fluid on the surface of the body generally, and within the head and abdomen; and in addition, diffused patches of redness of the skin on several non-dependent parts. In neither of the above cases were any morbid appearances encountered on careful and minute inspection of every part of the two bodies, which could serve to explain the fatal occurrences independently of the exposures to cold. The small quantity of drinks in each, and the epistaxis in the male, were obviously insufficient for this. So far as they go, then, these inspections, while they correspond with those previously adduced, seem to authorize the at least probable conclusion that in all the cause of death was the same.
Further observations, it need scarcely be remarked, are wanted before it can be safely assumed that like appearances must necessarily be found in every instance of death by cold, even in its least complicated form. Considerable diversity in this respect presented itself at the inspections of the bodies of the children adduced in the former paper, and the writer has recently found in his notes of the investigation into the cause of the death of an elderly woman, in the winter of 1851, believed to have perished from cold in circumstances very like those of Case II., that while the suffusion of several non-dependent portions of the face, trunk, and limbs was there noted, and the blood was largely collected within all the cavities of the heart, its deficiency elsewhere was not remarked on, and its colour is recorded as being dark in place of bright hued.
